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Draft Minutes of the Meeting of the Conservation Areas Advisory Committee  
of Saddleworth Parish Council 

Held at the Civic Hall, Lee Street, Uppermill on Friday 30th August 2013 
 

There were present:  Cllr. Mr. M. Buckley - Chairman 
         
    Mr. J. Carr     
    Mr. D. Chadderton 
     
Apologies: Cllr. Mr. Bill Cullen, V, Kahdeem & A. Petford 

 

The minutes of the meeting held on Friday 2nd August 2013 were approved as a correct record. 

 

Ref:   Applicant   Location 

PA/334399/13 Mrs Birtles   Woods Farm, Church Fields, Dobcross, OL3 5AB 
Conversion of barn in to domestic dwelling (Resubmission of PA/332646/13) 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL 
We note that the previous application was recommended for approval by the Conservation 
Committee, the only objections being to the positioning of the detached garage. However, 
the committee do not recall approving the large picture window in the front of the barn and it 
is felt that this may have been approved by Oldham Council following modifications to the 
original plans. The Committee feels strongly that a large picture window of this nature is 
wholly inappropriate to an historic nineteenth century barn and would seriously detract from 
its character and appearance.  Contrary to the assertions by the applicant that these 
changes would not been seen from the Conservation Area, the barn is in a central position 
facing the church, and clearly this statement cannot be true. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
LB/334337/13 Mr P Whiteman  The Old Bell Inn, 5 Huddersfield Road, Delph,  
       OL3 5EG 
1) Single storey rear extension  
2) Bin storage  
3) Replacement of existing sheds with timber framed cabin (Resubmission of LB/333888/13) 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL  
The proposed alterations to the previous plans in no way overcome the objections 
previously raised, which are repeated here. The style and positioning of this extension would 
detract from the group character of this Inn and its ancillary buildings. The appearance of the 
two cottages at the rear of the Inn would be seriously compromised by this addition. Also the 
style of the extension is not in keeping with the early nineteenth century style of the Inn.  
We would further add that all these proposals are leading to a very cramped and cluttered 
area to the side of this listed building which would detract from its character and 
appearance. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 PA/333889/13  Mr P Whiteman  The Old Bell Inn, 5 Huddersfield Road, Delph 
1) Single storey rear extension  
2) Replacement of existing sheds with timber framed cabin 
 
Recommendation: As Above 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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LB/334325/13 Mr Skinkis   73 High Street/2 St Mary's Gate, Uppermill,  
       OL3 6AW 
1) External canopy to front  
2) Installation of air conditioning unit  
3) Erection of railings 
 
Recommendation: REFUSAL  
This building is an historic Georgian building from the early decades of the 19th century. It 
contains many interesting architectural features particularly the fan lights over the 
doorways, one of which retains its original glazing.  The previous owners took great trouble 
to restore this building as close as possible to its original appearance. The proposed canopy 
totally obscures the view of the shop front, and is a massive intrusion into the Conservation 
Area in both style, massing and materials.   
The unenclosed forecourt is an important feature of this village adding to it distinctiveness 
and character. To enclose the front with railings would effectively destroy this feature. The 
style of the existing railings, which have been in place for a decade or more, is incongruous 
in terms of their fussy detail.  Traditional Georgian railings would be far more appropriate. To 
replicate this design would compound the existing mistake. 
The proposed air conditioning unit would be an unacceptable intrusion into St. Mary’s Gate 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/334324/13 Mr Skinkis   73 High Street/2 St Mary's Gate, Uppermill 
1) External canopy to front  
2) Installation of air conditioning unit  
3) Erection of railings 
 
Recommendation: AS ABOVE 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
HH/334226/13 Mr Simpson   2 Oldham Road, Uppermill, OL3 6HY 
Detached garage. 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
However, the committee are concerned about the increase in height. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
PA/334263/13 Ms Sykes   Land Adj 8 Water Gate, Uppermill, OL3 6DQ 
Erection of 1 no terraced dwelling 
 
Recommendation: APPROVAL 
Subject to the pitch of the roof matching the adjoining house and the ridge line being 
continuous. The proposed plans show a discontinuity in this respect. We note that the 
existing cottages have identical chimney stacks and the proposed cottage should have a 
chimney stack matching the others. The proposed flue should be accommodated within the 
chimney stack. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
LB/334130/13 Ms Rooke   5 and 7 High Knowls. Lane Head Road, Oldham, 
       OL4 5RU 
1) Replacement of Upvc windows with painted timber windows  
2) Rear conservatory 
 
Recommendation: This is not in Saddleworth and therefore outside our remit. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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COMMENTS ON OTHER APPLICATIONS.  
HH/334335/13 Mr J Buckley   1 Martins Cottages, Oldham Road, Denshaw,  
       OL3 5SP 
Two storey side and rear extension 
 
Recommendation:  REFUSAL 
This site as a dwelling dates back to the early 18th century. For many years a farmhouse, 
during the 19th century it was also a pub called the Martins Nest.  Although the 18th century 
farmhouse no longer exists, it having been replaced by the present buildings in the 19th 
century, these fit into the landscape in terms of scale and massing.  The proposed 
alterations dramatically increase the size of this building removing all traces of the original 
Victorian building. More seriously the design is out of character with the surrounding area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


